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\ :
Subject: The International of Scumen and Merbor 'orkers (IST)
and the Case of Zrnst Fricdrich Wollweber

The attached operational study is forwarded for the bensfit of
desks and field stations in whose arcas Corvmnist Parties have an
opportunity to organize maritine units. The strategic significonco
of Comnunist work in naritine unions os well as in port and dock arcas
needs little recapitulation. The lack of owerstionsl facilities to
furnish adequete coverage of potential naritine ecourier reoutes,
sabotage and intelligence orgsnizetions has so far prevented progress
in this ficld.

The attached brief is a compiletion of availahlce data which at
lcast furnishes sonme genersl and specifie (personnel) bacizground
information on past methols of internntionsl Comrwnist maritine opera-
tions. In the first scction an aceount of the International of Seancn
and Herbor Vorkers (IS} is given; the sccond section is a study of
the IS leader Ernst Friedrich Wollweber, currently active in 3erling
the appendiz contains biographical information on personnel connected
with the ISH, Ernst Wollweber and maritine work in genoral.

It is impossible to devise at tnin nnnent a target plan for the
coverage of clandestine Commmnist naritime work, since only cffoctive
long-range penctration of Cownuniat—d011n¢t0c naritine unions or units
can provide even a basis for such operations. It should be kept in
mind ‘that with the continued deterioration of East-Yest relationships,
natlonal Corvwunist Partics, especially in Scandinavia ond Fronce,
will certainly be called upon agnin to intensify wenetration of the
nmerchant narines for espionage, sabotage an@ corrmnication purposes.

Individuals in the appendixz nerked with an asterisk should be
glven priority in identification attonpts ond collection of further
personality and cetivity infornotions

This document should not be distributed outside the organizations
but items of information in it (with the exception of those marked)
can be provided to liaison services as the basis for procuring
additional info.
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I. THE INTERFATIONAL OF SEAIEN AND HARBOR 'JORKERS (IsH)

Although the ISH itself did not come into being until the carly
1930'sy the roots of the organization can be traced back to the founding
of the Profintern shoftly after the end of World War I.. The Profintorn,
or Red International of Lebor Unions, - as it wes then called, was nrgan—-
ized at a congress in Septenmber 1919. It was to be & frderation of
trade unions, scting in rivalry to the alrcndy established International
Federation of Trade Unions, with the aim of geining absolute suprenacy
in the trade union field in order to provide the Conintern with the
nmeans of stopping industricl effort whenever and wherever necessary.

The Profintern, although ostensibly an independent orgenization, wes
in actuality subordiﬁate to and controlled by the Comintern br neans
of Comintern representatives on the Central Gounecil of the Profintern,
" whose concurrence was nceessary in oll inportant deeisions.

The national scetions of the Profintern generdlly bore the
designetion "Red Trade Union Opposition," or o variant thoroofs
The Germgn sectioﬁ was so called, and onc of its leading nembers in
the yoors before the beginning of the inzi regine was Brast Yollwebors

At » sconen's confercnce held in Moscow in Octobe& 1521, it was
decided to set up a chain of imtcrnntionsl clups for seanen under thé
direction of the Profintern. These institutions, called Interclubs,
becane very suceessful and multiplied rapidly during the 1920ts. They
were later to forn the nuelei of IS propagsnde and eouricr activities.

There are several differing versions of the sctual foundation of

the ISH, In OQut of the Tight Jan Valtin reports ot sone length on a

confercnee of the lMoritime Scction of the Profinteran, held in i'oscow
in 1930:

“The conference had becn called to formulate plans for the
orgenization of en International of Scemen and Harbor Workers,
and of Rod waterfront unions on all continents. ™he new
International wes to be created within a year, after a world-
wide preparatory campcign.’ Its chief tagic was the mobilization
of scomen for the protoction of the Soviet Unlon in case of war,
by tying up the shipping of nations antagonistic to Russia.
Concurrently, the ncw Internationsl was to serve as a battering

_ran for the destruction of all wartime unions which eould not
possibly be brought under Communist control.!

1. "Jan Valtin, Out of the ¥ight, p. 205 f.
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Present at this conferonce was Albert 'alter, who later becence the
heéﬂ of ISH. vValtin hinself, vho hnd alse attended, was put in
charge of the Interclubs in Rotterden, Antwerp, Ghent ond Duniciric.

Of the other availeble reports, only onc nentions the Koscow.modting.
The ofhvrs elaiin thet the formal frunding of the ISH toni plece ot a
scamen's congress held in 1930 in Janburz. Delegotes fron o nwder of
countrics, ineluding Groat 3ritain, U.S., China, Franco and Gernany
were presents - Althouzh one of the objects of this necting was uncoubt-
edly to make it nppoar thnt the ISH wns an indepcadent organization, frec
of all ties with Iloseow, such = situ:tion never existed. The ISH
continued to be in effect part of the Ilaritine Scction of the Profintersn,
and as such wos at all stages indireetly eontrolled by the Conintern.
However, ¢35 the wérlﬂ, it was to appesr as a solf~governing organization,
and in order to lend support to this uyth, ISH headquarters was sot
up in Huburg. (4After the Mazig! risc to power in 1933, ISE headquarters
was noved to Cogonhagqn ané the following year to Antwern).

The objectives of the ISH were varicd. They included:

a. mnaintaining contoct, through 2 eourier chain, anong Comrmunists
in verious parts of the world, and varticularly with Conrmunists
inside Mazi Germony;

be assisting political refugess in obtaining sholter, food, and
noney;

C. corrying on pro-Commnist, anti-Fascigt propagonda;

d; stugsling illegal literoturc into Fascist countries;

€« procuring naterial of intelligence intercst - in particular
infornation on maritine affairs - and forwarding it to the
Soviet Union; Coe

f. comnitting acts of sabotage against vesselg being used for
purposcs at verisnce with the interests of the Soviet Union

Botwgcn 1932 and 1945, cmphésis shifted gradually from the more
innocuous of these to the unpublicized functions of sabotage end
¢spionoge, and during the war the organizetion under Yollweber's
direction was slmost ¢xclusively corncerned with the lattor two.
Besides these functions, the ISH also engaged, in the naritime

field, in the revolutionary activity expoected of all echelons of the

e p——.

2> Ibid., ps 207. :
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Cémmunist Party. TFor ISH memﬁers this involved fomenting mutinies and
dockers! strikes and engendering dissatisfaction among all seamen and
river workers.

The ISH was governed by an executive committee of 35, reportedly
elected at an international seamen's congress held in Hamburg in May
1932. There was also a scerctariat: Llbert Walter, as secretary, was
the head of the whole orgznization. talter was arrested by the Gestapo
shortly after the beginning of the Nazi reginme, énd served some time
in & concentration camp. Valtin reports having seen him at Tuhlsbuttel
late in 1933, and having heard in 1935 that he had turned traitor to

his beliefs and was working for the Ges’capo»S

25X1C8b

The ISH was orgenized on a world-wide basis. The central governing

bodies, the executive committee and the secretariat, had headgquarters in
Hamburg until the banning of the Cormunist Party by the Wazis forced
then to move, along with thé Comintern's Yestern Zuropean Bureau, to
Copenhagen. The following year {1934) their headquarters was trans-
ferred from Copenhagen to Antwerp. Under the central Leadquarters

were several geographical bureaus, including:

e s ettt

3. Ibide, pp. 555 and 609.
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&» Anerieen Burcau, Fow York, with jurisdiction over the U. S.,
perts of South Anerice, and probebly Cronades

be  Scandinavisn-Baltic Burcau, Copenhogen, res sponsible for
Dennorik, Sweden, Norway, Polond, and Latvia;

Co Contincgtal and England Burecaw, for England, Fronce, Holland,
Spein, Belgium, Switzerland, Czochoslovoicia, Portugel, Groece,
Italy, and Germany;

d. Pan-Pacific Burcau with one sub-center in San Tronecisco and
another in Vladivostok, responsible for all cuntries bordering
the Pacific;

€. Soviet Bureau in Moscow, in charge of all organizations in the
Soviet Union and of bvascs 1n Turkey, Bulgeris, Runania, and
Manchuria-Xorea.

‘Membership in 1934 was estimated at 300,000 in the Soviet Union and
‘100;000 elsevhere.

According to Valtin, the ISH had orgunizations in twenty-two
countries and ninetcen colonies. Toch of the countries involved wos
organized into so-called, "national sections, ! under the jurisidietion
and dircction of the appropriate regional burcau. These seetions were
required to make porioaic reports to ISE headcuarters on their progress,
and they received subsidics fronm headquerters for running expenses and
occasionally for special dme-time operations such as striicese ™he
nonthly sun available to Albert Yalter, during his tenure, for dis-
bursenents of this kind was roportedly $52,00Qo The nmoney canc
from SOVTORGFLOT, the Soviet Shipping Trust, which deducted it fron
the wages of Soviet seanen and longshoremann4 After Walter's arrest,
the sun varied between $20,000 and $45.000 a uonthns

Fational sections were genorally divided into four branches,
with jurisdiction over seanen, longshorenen, rivernen, and _high-sea
fishermen respectively. The real basis of ISE activity, however, wes
the International Seemen's Club. Interclubs hed been in existence
before the ISH was founded, but under ISH direction their number
increased and their strategic importance grew rapidly. 3y 1937 there
were about fifty Intorclubé in existonce, at lcést one in every najor

vort in the world. The clubs were essentially places of rccreation

for sesmen of all nationalities, and on the surface appearcd to have

49 Ibid_:, pe 3050

Bo Ibid., p. 488.
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no motive other than that. Their real scrviee, heowever, waos as
propagande bases, rceruiting centers, and linics in the choin of
‘Conintern corvranicotionse A typicrl Interclub had members whose
duty it wes to meet all inconing vessels and escort the scomen to the
club, where there would be fond and drink, amuscuents of neny kinds,
often with chorning hostosses to share them, and, of course, posters,
paiphlets and books, 0ll expounding Corzmanist theorics and cxplaining
the desirability of Joining the Party. Since the Interclub wos in
sonc cases the only‘such institute in the port, and in neny cases by
far the best-equipped, it was an easy uotter to attract the attendance
of large ruabers of seamen: nany of these, cnce there, werc ensy prey
to the written propagonda the club offered and to the persuasive
erguniecnts of the local memberss

One of the main nscrational tosics reportedly asslgned to Interclubs
was the “intcrnationalizati;n of forelagn strilkers." This neant sinmply
sceing £ it thet work should cease also in foreigm ports on vessels
belonging to a country hit by a strike. In tﬁe less mublicized function
of the ISH - collecting inforuntion for the Soviet Union - the clubs
also played an inportant fole: they were acturlly debriefing stations
for many wittihg and unwitting infornants, and it wns gonerally =t
tho clubs thet scamen-courlers delivered and nicked up their nessagese
One of the key functions of the ISKE organization was its comrmunications
service for the Couintern. “hen internationzl transfor of funds beeccne
restricted by mahy regalations, and public comﬁunications systens could
no longer be used with safety by the Comvmnists, tho Party begen to
rcly to a very great cztent on the ISH and its seomen for the transport
of funds, the relay of nessages, and the smuggling of illegel literaturcs
The Interclubs were favorable ncrve-centers for this systene

The structure of the ISH, as in other Communist organizations,
extonded downward to the cell of scveral men. Thése cells were the
lowest echelon of the national sections, where such existed, and
generally fell into the four cétegorios of seamen, longshoremen,
rivermen, and high-seas fishermen. ISH nembers aboard ships or river
boats were orgenized into boat groups, consisting of a group leader,

a treasurer, end a contact men for licison with the Interclubs., If

~SECREF—

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000100210001-6
-5 -



e F ) .
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-00915R000100210001-6

therc was only one ncnber aboard a ship, he was required to cxert
overy effort to rceruit others nnd to form o boot group-

This far-flung ond intricate network wens co-ordinated ond kopt
in unity of policy ond purpose by travelling instructors.

maside fron its statisnory functionarics, the ISE orployed a

corps of fiftcen 'politiesl instructors! who were constontly

on the road, coch of then responsible for the srooth functioning

of the Corrmunist wetcrfront apparstus in his territery - the Lovant,

the Yest Indics, the U.S.4. ond Connda, the Scandinavien countries,

cteet )

The central publication of the ISH, The ISE Bulletin, was published
monthly in thirteen langusges and sent to clubs all over the world

fron ISE headquarters. iHost of the notional scctions also published

their own newspaperss Another publication, the International Scafarer,

was also put cut by the ISH. Popers in nore exotic languuges'such
as Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, Hindustoni, and Inlayan, were printed
in escowe

In thé world of the early thirties, whon mony countriss had not
of ficially rocognized the USSR, the ISH was of grest stretegle

. N
inportence to the Corintorn and to the Soviet. The Conwmnists had to
prepare against every ceventuality, including war, and the ISH wrs one
of their nain weapons. It afforded theun & uosns of orgenizing into
friendly unions the vital trodes of shipping, fishing, and river
trangport. Strikes by nerboers of these trades éould tic up the shipping
of whole countries and proveﬁt $he supply of wer naterials to countrics
which night use it 2grinst the Soviet Union, or to countries cngaged
in an "inperialistic war® not in the Soviet's interosts. The function
of srmuggling illcgal ﬁatorial ~ both litcrature and actual instruments.
of wer such as gung, armunition, and dynamite - would assunc greatly
increased significance at a tine of crisis. Porhaps the longest-range
use which the Comrmnists hoped to nake of the ISH was as a pool of
.

potential naval personnel. It wes ¥mown that the nerchent narine
wag looked upon in nany countrics as an inportant sourcé of nanpower

for the navy in case of war, end it wes hoped thot LSH menmbers could

thus be infiltrated into the flcets of nations hostile to the Soviet,

6. Ibid, p. 307.
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there to spread the doctrine of Cormunisn and pessibly to carry out
crippling acts of sabotage.

This brings us to the sccond phase of the ISZ, onc which has
received for nore notoriety than the first. Zmphasis was switched
in the niddle thirties from organization to the sabotnge and espionnge
functions whose importonce had becu pointed up by the threatoning’course

of international affairs. In Qut of the Iisht, Jan Valtin gives vhat

ney be an indication of this shift of policy. During Valtin's period
of arrest in Gestopo prisons, after he had beeon instructed by the
underground to feign remmciation of his Corrmnist beliefs in order to
godn his frcedon as a Gestapo agent, he wes required by the Tazis to
furnish ell infornation he xmew concerning ISE orgenization and nemdore
ship. According to his aceount, he wrote out a report giving sone true
facts padded with a great deal onnisinfarmatiOna He adds: "I did
not state, however, that this Internationsl had coased to function as
an independent organization; or thet ‘oscow had decided carly in 1936
to replece the ISE with o subtler and nore scerct forn of narine
organization.7

fhcro appears to be no confirnation one way or tho other of reports
on tle quesiion wheotber the organizotisn dirceted by Brnst Vollweber in
western EufoPG in the thirties was actualiy a continuation of the ISH.
There can be no doubt that such on orgenization, devoted t» sabotage
and esplonmge in Soviet interests existed, and that its leader wos
“Yollweber, although he denied the nllegntion whon interrognted b&
Swedish police in 1940. (1In spite of his denlal, the Swedish district
court which tried his cose congidercd it established thet Wollweber had
been the leader of a secret orgenization which existed for the PUrpose
of nerpetrating doeds of violénco on vesscls.) Moréovcr, although
definite infornation on oxact\structural relatisaships may be lacking,
it seens clear that Uoliwebor's orgenizetion hado use to such a large
extent of ISH personncl, nothods, courier routes, funds ond clubs that,
for thr purposcs of this repoft, the two nay be considercd identical,
Othor sabotage orgonizations were also active ot this tine, and their

relotionship to the ISE ig equelly vague. Chief crong thesc were the

7. Ibid., p. 663.
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so-called POTSCE-~BIESEMANN Organization and & Germon sabotage organization

25X1C8b

headed by one Pietzuch.

25X1C8b

he organization was divided

into three main staff departnents (natericl, training, and corrwnicstions)
and several actual sabotaze scctions: Yellweber was leader of the whole
outfit with headguarters in Coponhosen. The nateriel departnent was
- primorily concerned with the transportation of cxplosives, usuwally

dynanite, fron country to country and fron port to ports Harbors
reportedly favorcd for this activity were Imlea, Gothendburg, and Stoci-
holm in Sweden; Farvik and Berpen in Norwsy; Copenhagen and Frederikshavn
in Demmark; Rotterdan in Holland; Antwerp in Belgiun; and Hanburg and
Bremen in Gernmany. A4 ship of the !dllingtcn Steanship Co., the

! Westplein, was freogquently used to carry dynanite. 4 seanan absard the
Westplein, Willem Van Vreeswlji, assisted by the wircless operator,
Willenn Van Caen, wes in charge of the transport of the explosives.

The treining departuent was reportedly supervised by Wollweber
direetly. He gove instruction hinself in nractical sabotage. Onc of
his star pupils at the tine was Karl Bargstaedt (see appendix)s The
conmunications departnent was sinaply the network of ISZ couriers who
carried and sruggled funds and ricssoges.  Sceret inks, letter drops,
cover addresses, and othor usual nethods ~f clendestine cormunication
arc thought to heve been used.

The sabotage scction was divided into geographical groupse The
Seandinavian group included Gernany. Tie “est Turopean Scction was
headed by Josof Rimbertus Schasp (see appendix), reportcdly Wollwobor!s
right-hand man. He is mentioned in a 3tote Departnent report which
states that the German sceurity police on 10 March 1941 sent a nenorandur
to the Swodigh Criminal Police pointing out the Swedish conncetinns of
the "Schaap-Wollweber vessel sabotage organization.! Under Schasp's
Jurisdiction were the Netherlands (leader until 1937, Aric Johannes
Fey; thereafter, Achille Bequin), Belgium (lcader, Alfons Fichtels),

and France, whero Schasp kept his headquarters. A group for eastern

= REF—
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Turope, apparently primerily concerned with the 3altic, had headquarters
in Taellinn, Estonia, and Riga and Iibau, lLatvia., Activity in North
America was thought to be under the Juris@iction of the leader in Mexicoe
Focal points in this group were Tiew York, Sen Trancisco, Los Angeles;
Montreal, and Vancouver.

The following excerpt, translated from a report dated 10 Junc
1241 b; the Gorﬁan Soccurity Police, is intercsting as an indication of
the extent to which Wollweber's activities were kmown to the Wazis
and identificd as ISH and Comintern machinationse

W(There) existed a.....terroriet organization, built up by the
Comintern, whose principsl task was the destruction of ships
bolonging at that time to the Anticomintern Bloce

114 can be proved that wembers of this orgenization were
active until 1940 and were trying to penetrate Reich territory
from Denmark. ILeader of this orgenization was the German enigre
Erast Yollweber, (who), --—after his enigration to Copenhagen in
1933, took ovor the leadership of the ISH, which as the professional
intornational of seamen ond harbor workers is the exccutive agency
for the acts of sabotage ordercd by the Conintern. He is entirely
responsible for setting up and dirccting the sabotaze groups formed
on orders from loscow in CGeormany, Torway, Sweden, Dennark, Holland,
Belglum, Franco, ond tho former Baltic states. He supervised the
procurement and transport of explosives, ond controlled the generous
funds provided by the Comintern for finaneing the orgenization and
paying its agents.

30 5K 3¢ 24 340 ¢ e K ke

NSabotoge attempts on 16 German, 3 Itelion, ond 2 Japanese
ships, which in two cases ceuscd the total loss of very valuable
vessels, con bo traced to the nctivity of this corrmunist terror
group, which is spread over all Buropc.!

Anong sabotage meothods used on vessels were the Tollowing: mixing

gend with lubricating oil, destruction or disabling of conpasses, sawing

through rudder chains at sea, ruining cargoes by changing hold tenperaturcs

or pouring on Kerosecnec, sprinkling conent and water on new nachinery,
soaking grein cargors with water to coausc oxpansion, and :ony otherse
In the oveunt of war, it was plénned to seizo ships br force and sail
thenn to Sovict portse Wollwcbef's sabotours, however, did not restrict
themgelves to blowing up Axis ships. During the period of the Russo-
Gernan friendship pact, from August 1939 until June 1941, orders
allegzedly went out fron Moscow to cripple or destroy vessels with
cargoes Gostined for Allied nations. This chaerge was nade in a
compilation, attaékod bty Swedish Conmunists as a forgery, which cane
to the hands of Swedish police in February, 1940. The docunent was
dated 15 Hoverber 1939, was in French, and appeared to bo baged on

information fron police outhorities of several countrics. It gave

=SEEREF—
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nancs of nembers of three differcnt sabotoge groups.

The activitiés of VYollweber and his sabotage unit during the
later war years ore soncwhat obscured. ‘le imow that Wollweber himself
spont the period fron May 1940 tg Uovembor 1944 in prison in Sweden; &
grest weny of his Sceandinavian associotes were also jeiled ut the‘sama
tine; and 1t nay be th-t the organization disintegrated with these
arrestse After Yollweber's relcase frow prison he went to the Soviet
Union, and wrs not heard of again until lete 1946, when he errived
in Berlin to take up a post in the Central Adninistrations

The question of a possidble rovival of the ISH has been a puzzling
one. There is smell doubt thet the organization was never completely

.wiped out, for neny nmerbers survived in nany countries all over the
world, though theyv ney h}§e becone inactives A German POV, a former
neber of the Costapo who was intcrrogeted in 1948, stated that ISH
organizations "also flourished in nverseas ports!, that in his
opinion they must thorefore still be in existence, =nd that a rcorgani-
zation on orders from Moscow could cagily be effected. However, there
have: been only a few iﬁaications of possible rencwed activity. Some

of the nen who were reported as connccted with the Einheitsverband or

the ISE arc bclievéd to heve returned t» their former areas and
possibly to be resuning their former activities. Chief among these
are the following: 8

Ferrann RADATZ -~ reportedly in Crnada or Zagland

Rudolf LEISLIR - rnember ~f nvw couricr chain in England

P. RUITER - Rotterdam nenher of n w couricr chein

Mathan TOTOVWICZ ~ Ansterdan rienber of new courier chain

Georg MUELLER - reported active azwin in‘Anstordam

Pict SAUTE (SAUTFR?) - roported active in Duilsburg and Ruhr arcas

Gerhard KRATZAT - possibly in Berlin

There are amocmg the nvﬁilﬁblc infrrnation here two reports which
provide the only other foint indications of a revived ISH. Onc of
these is 2 porsonality roeport on Gudrun Wilk a MNorwegion wonen who
wes belicved ot one tine tn hrve been aarricd to Vollweber (this is

unconfirried, but she was definitcly his nistresse She is probably

—

8. Tor additional infornation on these nen sce appondize
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the woman who was with Wollweber when he was arrested in Sweden in 1940).
The report, reccived in August 1947 _stated that
Wiilkk was then living in Norway worizing with the Intornatiénalerqgﬁport—
workers' Tederation (IPF) and tie Intornational of(SOungnhanﬂ,Harbor,
Vorkers. This is the first mention since the war of the ISH as an
existing aﬁd functicning orgnnization. The other roport is an account
of on unexplained incident iavolving consideradle denoge to a shipe. On
30 July 1947, the S. S Sunetta, a Netherlands tanicr, s»iled fron
" Rotterdon. Jear the nonth of the berrier jetty at the Fook of Holland
she strucic a uine and foundered. Two eailors were killed, and the
vesgsel wos heavily ﬂémaged, but mannged to return to Cock. The Dutch
Ministry of Marine stated thrt this chenncl wos never ained, thot it
had been swept often, end that it would hrve becn virtunlly impos;iblo
for such a lorge mine to drift into the position deseribed. The Royal
letherlends Tavy's investigetion deternined that the nine, of Cerman
type, was relatively ncw and recently 1aid. Two days beforo tho
accident o German naned Helnz HZoyor was arrestod ncar the scene, with
a completc set of Gemaan M"swimmer' or tfint equipment. Duteh suthoritics
beliove hin to have beon o Ruseirn agent. It wes thought possible thet
the Suncttals fote hed cetually been intended for the Volenden, which
was@dhkdtosﬂlﬂfmrtm:mmﬂmﬂmtinﬂmtpﬂmmeMr,mm
was carrying 2300 Duteh troops for the Indics. Tutch action in the
Indies had been the tarset of denonstrations an? pross ottacks by
Comrmnists, and the "accident! noy heve heen plenmed s @ particularly
violent denonstration ageinst "Duteh inperialisn.t

While the casc of the Sunctta maw not offer very strong proof of
the renewal of ISE activities, 1% still scrves os on exenple of the type
of occurrence on which attention should be constantly focussed. It
would be imorudent at this tine of insecurc conditions not to anticipate
the‘rﬁconstruction of an orgénization which, in the interests of the

Soviet, functioned so successfully less than o decade agoe
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II. DHE CASE OF ERNST FRIZDRICE WOLLVEZER

As a revolutionary, espionege agent and saboteur, Ernst Friedrich
Wollweber is onec of the outstanding men of this age. Since his ~vouth
in Yorld Var I he has worked ceasclessly for the cause of the Corrmunist
Party of Germany and the worldwide revolution of the proletariat. His
activitics have extended throuchout the world and have included espionnge,
sabotage, and torrorism in the crufest and the mostnrefined formsf In
prison or out, hunted by the police or waliting in freedom, in Nazi
Germany or elsevhere, Wollweber has never devicted fron his course of
action, and in splte of a full and often abandored private life has
never allowed personal considerations to influence his decisions. Yis
history is a chronicle of tireless and unrelenting efforts to fﬁrtbﬁr
the cause in which he unquestionably believes wholeheartedly.

5%ill active today, and still in high favor with the Soviet
auvthorities, "llweber brings to his present assigmment in 3Berlin over
a quarter-century of nersonal snd practical experience. e is considered
one of the nost clever and dengerous Connmunists in Europes

é

Zrnst Friédrich Wollweber was born 29 October 1898 in Hanover,
Gernany. His father, a niner, was killed early in Yorld Var I, and at
the a«ge of seventcen Trnst joined the Socialist Youth. He had become
‘a rivernan, and wag active in smuggling defeatist propaganda to the
western front. One day, however, he participated in the sinicing of
soue cenent barges in a 3elgion connl o block transport of war naterials
to the front. This cct was too radical for the Socialists and Ernst,
expelled fronm the Party, proaptly joincd the Spartacists, and at the
sane tine voluntcered for the Imperial Navy. Although he later developed
en outspoken aversion to theoreticians, stating that he preferred action
to dialectic, during his Navy days he read a great deal of Corrmnist
literature, and by the end.of the wor he wos a convineed Marxist. He
becane a stoker on the battleshin felgoland, and in November 1918 it was
he who raised the first red flag over the flect and called for nutiny
and revolution.

His first enthusiosn wds rostrained during tho next few years
by Porty leaders, Qho felt that the tine for violence had not come, and

thot utilization of parlisnentary nethods to gain control was nore
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desirable, A born activist, Wollw e oot under such restraint,

and in 1920 he resorted to a spoctacular feat in order to gnin the
attention of the leaders of the Soviet Union. bTogcthar with a conrade
naned Zermann Knueffgen, who was also to enjoy some notoriety as a
Commmuanist, he hired himself out on & Germen trawler and hid away ten
other Commmunists in the fish tank. then the boat was well awsy from
.Ger):’aan,}r. Yollweber released the stowaways, overpowered the captain and
crew, ond announced that the boat was appropriated by the Communist Party.
Then, without charts or naps he and the othrrs sailed the trawler up
the coast of Norway snd Qown t» iurnensk, where they prescnted it as
a éift to the So&*ifst Union, Thig act nade a éreat impression in that
country and "ollweber wos grénted interviews by Lenin and Stalinw The
lattor was so favorably impressed Dy his ability and forthright nenner
that he made him Chief of the Maritime Scetion of the Profintern.
Stalin later persuaded him, however, to take up the politiesl opportun-
itiecs which hed becn offercd him, pointing out that under parlisuentary
immunity he weuld bo better able to Muild up a strong Comrmnist organization
v Wollweber apporently took this advice to heart, for he rose rapidly

in the renks of tho Party. o becane & meriber of the Red Trade Union
Oppositioln (Rote Gewerkschafts Opposition, the Gornman section of the
Profintern). He wes nade chief of orgenization of the Commnist Party
of Germeny. Tinally, in 1932, he wos clected to the Reichstag as a
Coumunist dejputy, altiiough he xepb well in the background of that
Dody's doli“znrat_ions. oreferring to play the role of a shirt-sleeved
proletarian little intcrested in weighty political discussionse

Terly in 1933, shortly aftor the Nazi risc to power, the Commnist
Partr was outlawed in Cermony, and its vorious orgmnizations were
noved to adjacent countries. Anong these was the 'est Zuropean Bureau
of the Comintern, wvhich was moved to now hoaﬂ,quartdrs in Copenhegens
Yollweher went along with ity and very s~ thercafter he also took
over the leadershipn of the outfit with which his nane has been associated
over s;'mco: the International of Scencn and Tarbor.Workers (ISi).

Fron 1933 until 1940 Wollweber worked at this assigmment, travelling
widely -~ and illegally -— throuchout western Turope and Scendinavia.

e traveled under assuncd nancs and on false nassports, but with his

PR
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groat experience and rmch luck mannmape arrest for a long time.

During this period, when he made Copenhagen his headquarters, Wollwober
was prrsonally responsible for forming ahd difeqting, on Moscow orders,
gabotage growps operating in Gerneny, Sceéndinévia, Hollend, France,
Belgoiun, and the Bsltic countries. e suporvised the procurencnt and
trangportation of explosives and other sabotage naterial, and adninistercd
the large suns of noney supplied by the Sovicts for finaneing the organi-
zation and poying 1its sgents. He often ~orticipated personally in
dangerous jobs such as the sruceling of explosives across national borderse
He was porticulsrly active in taking dyﬁvnitc. stolen by his subordinates
from.the Tirvna iron nines in Sweden, to ITorway. whore\it wag used in
acts of naritine sabotagcs

It was this dynenite activity which eventually resulted in the arrost
of o nunber of Uollwcber‘s4co—workers and the virtual dissclution of hig
orgenization in Sweden.. swodigh ogents hod stolen large quantitics of
dynanite fron the Kiruna nines. Some of 1t had been stored for a while
in Gothenburg, in charge of the Cormunist lecader of that city, Sven
Rydstedt. Carclessncss on this nants part regulted in his velns followoﬂ
by solice to the warchouse where the dynenite was stored, and he was
arrostod irmedintely. The bags of dynanite revealed fingerprints, and
with these to go on the police were soon able fo arrest five co-workers
from the Kiruna nincss Onc of the five, a man nencd Ceder, turned State's
witnoss ond told thc-poiice whore théy would be able to find Wollwcbera

The Swedish police, howoveT, werc nvle to produce only ensugh
evidence to charge Wollweber with using a fraudulent passporte. Yollweber
hat. nrrived in Stocizholn in Septenber 1929 by airplone from Moscow. He
wag travelling on o Swiss passport nade cut to one Jlans Kollere As the
passrort did not heve the necessary visa, the Swedlsh authoritics told
ngellor! to reclain it at the officos of the Crininal Police, vhere &an
energoncey visa wauid be affixec. tollwokor quite nnturally never ampearcd
thorc, end the ensuing investigation rovealed his real identity.
Wafningg were put out ancd the Swiss legatlon was inforned, but Wollweber
rennined beyond grasp until Moy 1940, when he was finally arrcsted
wy the Swedes. This tine hoe sroduced a Danish nassport, in the name

of Tritz Koller. "he wo an with hin, who was probably gudrun Wilk of
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0slo, clained to be a Norwegian, ﬁ& iﬁgh her papers were in order

she wag held uncer the Aliens Acte

"Zollert adnitted alnost irmediately that his passport was falso
and that he was really Trnst ollweber. During the course of his
interrogations he stated further that in 1932 he had been clected
Roichsleiter of the "Dinlieitsverband der Sceleute, Hafenarbeiter und
Bin-enschiffer,!" which hod its headquarters in Hanburg, and that in
1923 he had left Gernany illegplly and had sojourned ever since in
Scandinavia and the Sovicﬁ Union. He also adnitted having used false
passports on pre%ious occasions for trips through Sweden, and for this
he was sentencod Wy the Stockholn Magistrotes Court 17 July 1940 to
eix ronthst hord labors In August the Swedish Government decided that
hoth Wollwebor and the woman rust be ceported, but that the forner
must first serve his full tinc. The wonen chose to be deported to the
Soviet Union, and left for lioscow in Septonbere

Torly in 1941 there arosc an rousing commpetition hotween Gernany
ond the USSR for the extradition of Yeollwebor. The Germens subnitted
o eclain on the grounds that Woliweber was strongly suspected of having
st fire to Gernen vesscls or vessels in Gernen ports on three cifferont
sccasions, thereby couslng the death of human beinis. This clain was
later supported by o supplementary one which added three nove vessels
to the liste 'Within two nonths the Swedish Government recelived a
request from the Soviet Govermment for Wollweber's cxtradition to that
country for crines he had allegedly committed therc in 1939,

As o consequence of those requests, Wollweber, who ned served
his six months, wos arrested agnin end held for o final decision.
o showed nbtural reoluctance to return to Gerueny, but scened quite
willing to face 2 Soviet eourt. In March the Gernon Sceurity Police
submitted o momorandum to the Swodish Crininal Police which concerned
thoe "SCIAP-VOLLVERER vessel sabotage organization and accused Uoll-

' ’

webar of bein:s head of all Buropcan sabotage activitics. The Swedish
Govorment thereumon dccided to meke a detniled investi otion of the
sceret sabotagn organization in Sweden, conbincd with raids on Communist
offices throushout the country and arrests of suspicious persons. In

June this action took place, and a number of people were taken into
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custody. Wollweber, interrognted cduring this phase, odnitted hoving
had conncctions with several of those arrcsted, all of whon had held
high positions in the sabotage organization in Sweden. e had instructed
one of then, he stated, to scize dynsanite from the Kiruna nines, which
was to be used for sabote;e in Sweden in the event of & wor with the
USSRe Wollweber ¢id not adnit that he was the leader of a sabotage
organizations Nevertheless, the Jukkasjgrvi District Court found that
"follweber had been the leader of a sccret organization, the purposc of
which had been to crunteraet Faseism by means of deeds of violence,
prinarily by blowing up vessels with dynemite, and that he had inspired
gseveral seizurcs of dynanitc at the mines in Kiruna with the intention
of usins the explosives to demage other poonlé‘% property." It was
finally sontenced on 12 Movenber 1941 to three vcears at hord labor.

When his torm was up, in MNovenber 1944, ¥Wollweber left Sweden
and wrocecded to the Soviet Unlon. There is little information on
his activities from thet time until 1946, although he was reported to
have been geen onece or twice in Demmark ond in Swedeln.

In March 1946 Zrnst Yollweber rcturncd to 3erlin. Ye arrived
fron Moscow in a Scviet military plane, and was immediately furnished
accormodations and transportation facilities by the Soviet Military
v&duinigtration, Tithin o few wecks he was given & position by the
SMA in the Shipping Division (Abteilung Schiffahrt) of 2pc Central
Aininlstration for Transport, os scction chirf in cherge of inland
woterweys. The appointnent was made through the chief of the Transport
Departnent of the Sith in Kerlshorst, Mojor General P. ae Kveshnin,
who ordered Dr. Jerdst, at thet tine director of the Shinping Division,
to give Yollwehor instruction in governmental adiministrative practice,
sinece Wollweber had had no previous experience along this line,

It soon a oearcd, however, that Yollweber was not very anxious to
roceive such instrmctiom, fooling rosentnent at being placed in the
~egition of a student and also at Forhst's renonstrances at his irrcgular
mours and lack of interest. e told Herbst quite openly thrt his job
ag an adninistrative functionory wes only o cover for more inportont
politicel worke As A result of this dispute, Jerdst was tronsforred to
the post of Diroctor of the Generalinspektion Wasserwirtschaft, and his

Forner position was taken over on 1 Februao by Ernst Wollwobere
e

.
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It is gencrally known within the Adninistration that Wollweber
performs work other than nanaging the Shipping Division, but curiosity
about it is rEP;rtédly discouraged by the iLiviediate attentions of two
MVD officers locoted in the sane building (Central Adninistration Bldg. s
Leipzigerstr). The Shipping Division, now known as "the nost dangerous
departnent in the Adninistration,” has a staff considerably lorger
then that which would be required to conduct nornel business. Wollweber
is known to neke froquent trips to Yismar and Rostock. e 1s assisted
ih his work by one Frow Meria Weiss, the deputy director, a fanotical
Cormrmunist who first cane to to the Administration for Transport as:
porsonal assistant to Tubne in the Personnel Division,

One of Wollwebert!s principal jobs is soid to be the clandestine
disfribution of printed nmatcerial, for which he allegedly receives a
monthly allothent of 70 tons of paper (roughly onough for 185,000 copies
of the Tow York Times)e The naterial, destined for Scandinavia, the
UK., and the U.Se, 1s remortedly sent out from the Misnar field

25X1C8b

office of Wollweber's Cepartinent.
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The latost indication of Wollweber's vrivate address was in

a roport of 12 ovenber 1947, which stetod thot hé wag living in
Iohnitz near Oranienburs, valdring 19, an cstote furnished hiﬁ by
the Russinnge Living there with hin was his nistress of the noment,
one Frau Vator, who had accormanied hin fron Hoscoy in March 1946,
Frou Vater wos roported to be héad of tho Stutistieal Departnent of the
Central Administration for Transporte

WBllwebor‘F personal ApPCATranco js striking, end displeasinge
Yo is a heavy-set nan, welght around 200, height about 5' 5". Hie
face is fleshy, blotched fron the offects of alcohol, and pcckmmrked

fran discase. Tis hal

+

ig dori blond {by now Hrodebdly zetting srey)

s

and is thinning. His tecth are in nad e-ndition; the unhers arce falsee
In spitc of all this, sost reports 24rce, e is a nen of dynenic and
alnost hypnotic noersnnalityy felt strongly ¥ anyogc in his prceonce,
end is on accorrlished and crmvineing talwers. Fe apopears to exert &
nortienlarly fagcinating influence over wonen, an adventese he has not
failed to cxmlolt to thé utnost, sclion having boen withrut © nistresse
de likes to ﬂrink,‘anﬂ dpes Grink o groat deal, but anparcntly with
rcgafd for circunstonces. As Jon Valtin suts it, Mollweber was a
heavy drinkcer, theugh he hardly ever touchod & lrop of alcohol unless
he folt hinself perfectly safe fron the long arns of his nany cnenics.®
although o ferveant revolutionary, Vollweber was anf. still is

first aud forenost a German Cornmnist, and a neudser of the Gernan Partye

Te is described in Qut of the Wight as « local patriot, a capable conrade,

tut no internaticnalist. He was inordinately wmroud of the Gornan Porty,
and sonotimes jurisdictional disputes spreng up botween hin and leaders
of the Comintern's Vestern Europcan 3urcel, who were nore inclincd to
tage the sunronational viowe ollweher roturncd at least cnee to

Gernony during the Wnzi rooine and dovobed his najor offorts at all

ISR,

7. Defiaite information on Wollwcber's possible marriage is lackinge
A report that he marricd Gadran wiik {sce attached list) is not.

subgtantiateds Another unconfirmed report siates that his wife
is, or.was, Sylvia Samsingwmﬁan, sister of Arthur Samsinge
Saniti - .
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times to insuring thé continued 1ife of the ¥PD. Now he is back once

k. o
more in Germany, taking up arms again on the grounq, where he most enjoys

the battle.

SR
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APPENDIX

Persons connected with Wollweber and the ISE,

The follawing list contains the names of those persons xnown 10
heve been nenbers of the old ISH and related orgenizations or to have
been connected with Ernst Wollweber in his sabotage and espionage
ectivities. A brief statcment of the work, pertinent dates, and

present vhereabouts of each person is also given, whore such information

ig available. The 1list is intended to serve as e reference _ 25X1C8b
Infornation herein given was tokon from verious intelligence
reports snd from the following two books:

Jan Valtin, Qut of the Wigsht, Gorden City Publishing Co., 1942
Tart Singor, Ducl for the Northlsnd, Helride & Co-, 1947

Uafortunately the porsonal data given below cannct bo considered up
to date; nmorcover, thcr;z ig no sure way of evelunting all the information
gornored from the two booxs nemed above (“rhere entrics stem from these
soﬁrccs, indicotion is mede in the body of the list)e

It hasvbecn ?nrticul&rly Aifficult to ascertain the correct
spelling of nencs:  in sone cases four diffcrent spellings were en-

countered in asg nany rcferconcese. _ 25X1C8b

25X1C3b1
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